Egyptian "Crux."

CHAPTER THE FIFTH.

AN   HISTORICAL   ADVENTURE.

jjUT to return to Signor Gualdi, from whom we
have notwithstanding made no impertinent di-
gression, since he was eventually suspected to be
one of the strange people, or Rosicrucians, or
Ever-Livers of whom we are treating. This was from
mysterious circumstances which occurred afterwards in rela-
tion to him, and which are in print.

The Venetian iiobleman was now on a footing of suffi-
cient intimacy with Signor Gualdi to say to him one evening,
at his own house, that he understood that he had a fine
collection of pictures, and that, if agreeable, he would pay
him a visit some day for the purpose of viewing them. The
nobleman's daughter, who was present, and who was pen-
sively looking down upon the table, more than half in love
with the stranger as she had become, thinking deeply of
something that the Signior had just said, raised her eyes
eagerly at this expression of wish by her father, and, as
accorded with her feelings, she appeared, though she spoke
not, to be greatly desirous to make one of the party to see
the pictures. It was natural that she should secretly rejoice
at this opportunity of becoming more intimately acquainted
with the domestic life of one whom she had grown to regard
with feelings of such powerful interest. She felt that the